
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
New family tree in front of WIKUS headquarters  
 
A sweet chestnut tree was officially inaugurated during a ceremony. The tree 
embodies the cohesion as well as the partnership at WIKUS. 
 
Spangenberg, November 7th, 2022:: On Saturday, November 5th, 2022, a sweet 
chestnut tree was officially inaugurated as the new “WIKUS family tree” during a 
small ceremony attended by WIKUS shareholders and WIKUS management.  
 
A chestnut tree with “saw teeth” in front of the doors of the company 
headquarters  
 
In the interview, the shareholders of the WIKUS-Sägenfabrik provided background 
information on the intention of the planting and explained the tree selection as well as 
the symbolism of the sweet chestnut for the family business: The botanical name of 
the chestnut is “Castanea sativa” and means “chestnut sawn”. In addition, the edges 
of the tree’s leaves would resemble the saw teeth of WIKUS’s sawing tools.  
“In addition, the planting date of the family tree has a special meaning,” said partner 
Lisa Kullmann, explaining further, “Today, our grandfather, father and company 
founder Wilhelm Kullmann would have turned 94. Our senior laid the foundation for 
the family and the family business WIKUS with the decision to come to Spangenberg. 
This connects us all together and it was in his honor that we chose this special date 
to plant the tree.” 
 
A tree that connects the past and the future 
 
The family tree reinforces the cooperation between employees and stands for the 
partnership with customers, partners and shareholders of WIKUS. With the 
inauguration of the tree, together all the shareholders sent a message of perspective 
and solidarity to the company as well as to the future of WIKUS. “Today we 
symbolically connect a piece of the tree’s past with the future of WIKUS. In more than 
64 years, our family-owned company WIKUS has continuously developed and gained 
a world-wide reputation on an international level,” says Dr. techn. Jörg H. Kullmann, 
Chief Executive Officer (CEO) and Chairman of the board with Management Division 
Technology and Production, and adds: “We have experienced many successes and 
highlights, but there have also been worries and conflicts. To have made it this far is 
a great collective success. With the planting of our family tree, we also wish for a 
conclusion of the turmoil and a symbolic new beginning. Let’s look to the future with 
confidence and optimism.” 
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A family tree as a symbol of cohesion at WIKUS 
 
 
As a gesture of cohesion and mutual appreciation, shareholders, management and 
members of the works council grabbed shovels and watering cans at the end of the 
inauguration ceremony and finally planted the sweet chestnut. During the culinary 
finale, colleagues were able to exchange ideas with their family members and 
experience the new family tree together. 
 
 

 
 
Figure 1: Management and shareholders of WIKUS as well as members of the works council 
inaugurated a sweet chestnut as the new family tree during a small ceremony. Source: 
WIKUS-Sägenfabrik 

 

 
 
Figure 2: At the planting event, the family tree was planted in front of the doors of the WIKUS 
company headquarters in Spangenberg. The age of the chestnut tree was given by the 
nursery as 30 years. Source: WIKUS-Sägenfabrik 
 



 
 
Figure 3: The planting of the sweet chestnut marks the beginning of the tree and company’s 
time together, with an optimistic view of the future. Source: WIKUS-Sägenfabrik  
 

 
 
Figure 4: The botanical name “Castanea sativa” roughly means “chestnut sawn”. The edges 
of the tree’s leaves are also reminiscent of saw teeth from sawing tools. Source: WIKUS-
Sägenfabrik 
 
 
 
 
  



About WIKUS 

 
WIKUS – TOP QUALITY “MADE IN GERMANY”  
WIKUS is one of the world market leaders in metal sawing and Europe’s largest band saw blade 
manufacturers. Customers from steel production/trading, foundries, machine/tool making, aerospace, 
automotive, construction, energy, and many other industries rely on WIKUS’ highly efficient solutions.  
 
With the best input materials, state-of-the-art production procedures, and ongoing quality controls, the 
WIKUS sawmill from Spangenberg in northern Hesse has been guaranteeing the highest standards in 
the production of high-tech band saw blades since 1958. At the same time, the family-run company 
creates considerable product and technology trends in the market thanks to its innovative prowess. In 
addition to its high-performance product range, WIKUS offers comprehensive service packages 
tailored to the respective product. Partner companies as well as sales and service companies 
worldwide offer competent, personal support on site. 
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